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Goal 
Retain K-12 education in Rossland  
 

Recommendations: 
Programming for Senior Students 
 
The Rossland community is committed to education students with a variety of 
programming and course options K-12. The secondary school has started a process of 
piloting ways to continue to offer the best of education and a variety of courses through 
various means.   Regular and traditional classes meet the needs of many of our students 
but not all. Further to this, we are unable to continue to offer a wide variety of courses in 
this traditional way as we decline. Two differing but equally effective solutions to this are 
already in practice at RSS. 
 

i) Multi graded/level courses are provided in one class time and taught in a 
traditional method –ie: Foundations of Art 11; Foundations of Art 12; 
Ceramics 11; Ceramics 12 are all in one class at one time. This is most 
commonly used in the Practical or Fine Arts areas. 

ii) Computer assisted programs allow us to offer one regular section of a 
class and a second section that includes a number of courses – ie: math 11, 
Math 12, bio 11, chem. 12.  These courses are offered through an online 
program with a face to face teacher.  This is most commonly used within 
the academic courses. This is NOT Distance Learning, and nor should it 
be. 

 
For these computer assisted programs to be most effective, SD20 needs to develop a 
comprehensive district plan for the use of online courses, programs, software, hardware, 
and course development. Currently we are spending money in a number of areas that 
overlap due to a lack of district coordination in this area. 
 
Buildings 
Considering the viability of the buildings in Rossland – including the MacLean Annex 
should be part of this process.  Assessing the costs associated with moving K -12 to one 
building should also be part of the process. 
 
Neighbourhoods for Learning 
I believe that the possibilities in Rossland for this program are high and should be 
pursued. SD20 should make a commitment of planning resources and time, working with 
partners and stakeholders to create a viable Neighbourhood of Learning plan. 
 



Revenue Generation 
 
1) SD20, as with most districts provincially, should put more energy into the 
International Program. Without a solid base of support, including a full time person, this 
program will not meet it’s potential for revenue generation. Similar districts with a 
greater commitment to a long term plan are successful. 
 
2) RSS should be allowed to continue the Academy programs without paying any portion 
of tuitions to the district office. This  revenue can be used most effectively to continue to 
bring more out of district and out of BC students to the school. Should the program get 
big enough, the revenue can then be used to enhance the entire school population’s 
programming needs. 
 
3) French Immersion should be developed in Rossland. This is to slow the numbers 
leaving our district to go the French School and possibly bring some back sooner. 
 
 
Explore cost cutting measures 
 
1) Do a facility review across the district. Review the need for facilities such as the 
Annex, Sunningdale and Blueberry Creek and sell, or find ways to offset the costs of (e.g. 
rent out) unneeded facilities.  
 
2) Consider Scheduling changes like the four day school week (eg SD#51) or one Friday 
off/month (e.g SD#8 the ‘Nelson Option’). When budgets are tight we must keep students 
and learning as the number one priority. Looking at the reviews these other districts have 
complete to see if this option is worthwhile will be an important part of this process. 
 
 
 


